Child Corpses Still Stir the Mortuary 
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Washington Post Staff Writer 

DOVER, Del,, Nov. 25 — The enor- 
mous taik of handling the hundreds 
of bodies brought here from Guyana 
in the last three days has settled into 
a grim, well-organized routine. 

For many of those processing the 
bodies, the sheer volume of human re- 
mains — 729 bodies have arrived here 
thus far — seems to have obscured the 
horror of the events that began in the 
tiny South American country a week 
ago today. 

The second C141 cargo plane to 
land at the Air Force base today — the 
eighth flight overall— brought 197 
bodies in 87 aluminum transfer cases; 
an earlier flight had carried 100 bod- 
ies. Friday’s total of 421 bodies on the 
previous six flights was revised today 
when mortuary workers opened one 
of the cases and found two children 
inside. 

With an efficiency that has im ; 

. proved with each landing of the in- 
creasingly larger deliveries, two 
freight trailers were loaded with this 
. morning’s arrivals and were parked in 
an unused hangar in a former weap- 
ons storage area. They will stay there 
until mortuary teams can identify and 
process the remains — ah effort that is 
expected to take up to three weeks. 

The scene here — despite the organ- 
ized routine and mechanical aspects— 
is not without its impact on the volun- 
teers helping to process the victims. 

“The children make a bigger impact 
on people,” said Air Force Capt. Paul 
H. Wragg, whose office is counseling 
the volunteers who move the bodies 
from planes to freight haulers, then to 
the mortuary for Identification and fi- 
nally to refrigerator vans for storage. 

-- “They-- are finding mora- and more 
children as this thing goes on,” Wragg 
said. 

More bodies have been found at the 
Peoples Temple settlement in Jones- 
town, Guyana, bringing the death toll 
to around 900. 

Wragg said a few volunteers have 
been overcome, not emotional reac- 
tions to the mass of decaying remains, 
but by “more of a physical revulsion 


to the smells and sights. It’s very 
grisly.” 

However, for many of those in- 
volved, the operation translates into 
hundreds of gallons of embalming 
fluid, pounds of powdered formaldeh- 
yde, dozens of pairs of surgical gloves, 
and shifts of pallbearers to meet the 
incoming cargo planes. 

According to Col. William Mall, 
wing commander of the base, which 
was chosen because it has one of the 
largest military mortuaries . in the 
country, the “tremendous logistical 
problem” has affected staffing in 
some areas. Although the task is “not 
something we would normally take in 
stride,. I’m very proud of the way peo- 
ple have responded to it,” he said. 

There has been no shortage of vol- 
unteers to handle the bodies, accord- 
ing to Capt. Linda Arndt, supervisor 
of one shift of workers assigned to 
wash and disinfect the metal boxes, 
which are returned empty to Guyana 
to receive more remains. 

Arndt said she and other workers 
feel “this was something that some- 
body had to do. You try to not to re- 
ally talk about the gruesome aspect of 
it.” 

Patty Goad, 19, one of the few 
women assisting in lifting and carry- 


ing the body containers said she had 
not anticipated a detail of this kind 
when she joined the Air Force six 
months ago. Gesturing toward the 
boxes, she said: 

“When you see them all lined up 
there it just kind of shocks you, why 
people would want to kill themselves 
off like that.” 

The largest number of bodies previ- 
ously handled at the mortuary here . 
was 327 victims of a March 1977 plane 
collision at Tenerife, Canary Islands. 
Jonestown is a very different opera- 
tion, according to Wragg, not only be- 
cause of the larger numbers involved 
but because most of the remains from 
the runway accident were preserved 
before shipment here. 

“I try to stay away from the vol- 
ume,” said Army Maj. Brigham Shu- 
ler, the Pentagon public affairs officer 
dispatched to manage the scores of re- 
porters who have flocked to the base. 
“That shifts your perspective” to try- 
ing to provide “some small measure of 
dignity for the survivors. For all those 
bodies there are a lot of families.” 

Congressman Would Make 
Temple Pay the Government 

PROVIDENCE, R.I., Nov. 25 (AP)— 


The Justice Department should place 
a lien on Peoples Temple property to 
cover the expenses of returning Jones- 
town suicide victims to the United 
States, says Rep. Edward P. Beard 
(D-R.I-). 

Beard said Friday that the govern- 
ment should not bear the expense of 
identifying, transporting and embalm- 
ing the hundreds of bodies found at 
the sect’s commune in Guyana. The 
cost is estimated at from $6 million to 
$9 million. 

"It’d be a third tragedy if the tax- 
payers of this country have to bear the 
expense, especially when it’s known 
there’s a lot of money floating around 
in this temple,” he said, referring to 
the Nov. 18 ambush in which a con- 
gressman and three American news- 
men died and the subsequent mass 
suicide by followers of the Rev. ’Jim 
Jones. 

Beard also said he thinks each fam- 
ily that claims one of the returned 
bodies should pay the transportation 
and embalming costs. 

“These people left the country. They 
followed this guy Jones and he turned 
out to be as nutty as a fruitcake. The 
adults that followed him, they were 
as bad as he was, Beard said. 



